CHAPTER VII.

A DECADE OF WORK AT HOME.

1840-1850.

WHEN Whittier resigned his editorial position
he planned to attend the world's anti-slavery con-
vention to be held in London, in the month of
June, 1840. It was hoped the sea voyage would
benefit him. He went so far as to procure his
outfit and to engage his passage. But upon con-
suiting his intimate friend, the skillful physician,
Dr, Henry I. Bowditch, he was told that while
the voyage might prove beneficial if he could avoid
all the excitements of society, there was a chance
of serious consequences from any mental or physical
exertion, and it would be advisable to remain at
home. He spent the summer of 1840 in visits
among friends, and before he returned to Ames-
bury attended the Yearly Meeting of Friends at
Newport.

TO ELIZABETH H. WHITHER.

BUCKS COUNTY, PA., 5th. mo., 1840.
I have been promising to write thee for some
days, but; a severe cold from which I have as yet
but partially recovered has disinclined me to exer-
tion of every kind. My general health is about
as usual 5 I fear not better. I have much pain